Socialization After Adulthood : A Social Psychological Study on the Retirement Process of Old Males in a Fishing Village in North-East Japan by KIKUCHI  TAKEKATSU et al.
Socialization After Adulthood : A Social
Psychological Study on the Retirement Process
of Old Males in a Fishing Village in
North-East Japan
著者 KIKUCHI  TAKEKATSU, SEI  TOSHIO, OOE  ATSUSHI
journal or
publication title
Tohoku psychologica folia
volume 34
page range 132-143
year 1976-03-30
URL http://hdl.handle.net/10097/00064962
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By 
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The retirement processes of old males in a small fishing village of north-east Japan 
from the active part in the first line of fishing labor are approached socialpsychologically 
by using a case-study method. It is comfirmed that the vocational role and status 
in adulthood determine and influence intensively his adjustment to old age. In 
SHIRANUKA village, there remain three traditional groups of social and vocational 
role and status having each specific socializing channel into the old age. 
PROBLEM AND METHOD 
Development, Socialization, Community. 
Every developmental stage is to have the particular place in the human life span. 
The psycho-physiological maturation or aging should assume various aspects in 
correspondence with the socio-cultural structure of societies in which he is to participate 
subjectively or objectively. It is to be a kind of social psychological phenomenon. 
The human development is to be, first of all, grasped as the functional characteristics of 
the individuals in every specific stage (Epoche), but its psychological meaning to 
themselves can be decided only when it is placed in the socio-cultural situations of the 
specific historical time in which they live (Zeit). In specified Epoche and Zeit, the 
individual and the society/culture suppose each other. The adjustive relation of 
individual to society/culture must be considered not only as the functional adaptation, 
but also as the "socialization". Because the socialization means the process of 
individuals' learning the dominant subculture and being recognized as its proper 
member of the social groups, in which they participate or are compelled to participate, 
through the interactions with the other members of those groups in every develop-
mental stage of their life span from birth to death. 
When we approach to this theme "socialization", the fundamental aspects to 
be grasped can be pointed out as follows (Abe 1969, Hosoe/Takei 1972): (1) What is 
the socio-cultural system to which the individual bears reference and forms his 
perspective of living. (2) The relationship among society, culture and individual 
- direct or indirect, real or imaginary, differentiated or not-. (3) The quality and the 
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level of his adjustment readiness which he has acquired till that time. Abe abstracted 
and offered four types of the community socialization model (CSM), which are based on 
these three points and moreover on the relation of a community to the whole society 
and on the sensitivities to the trends of modernization. 
Developmental Stage and Adjustment Standard 
Community culture has a general part to function as an adjusting standard as well 
as develop some particular subcultures. The subculture changes its concrete content 
in answer to age and social conditions. So individuals must have a adjustment-
maladjustment relation to these subcultures at any time through his life span. It is 
the concrete aspects of socialization. Abe(1969) classified these subcultures into 
three groups, that is, rearing, protective, and vocational (professional), and he 
offered the construct "Socialization Depth", which differentiates according to 
personal internalization of these cultural characters. Our socialization starts from the 
level of personal internalization of social cultural standard of rearing or protective 
(Socialization Depth I), and reaches the level of the learning or internalization of 
vocational subculture and the self-supporting by it (Socialization Depth IV). And 
there are two levels of socialization depth between them, that is, socialization depth II 
and III. The former means that his central adjustment depends upon the surrounding 
of the protective social structure and of its subculture but not upon vocational region, 
while the latter presents the level at which his adjustment relies on the auxiliary part 
of professional vocational subculture or semi-professional vocational roles. These four 
levels can be seen in every developmental stage in principle, but the adulthood is 
generally in 4th level, the childhood and the decrepitude period in the level I, and 
the adolescence is in the depth II or III. In this context, the old age (especially 
the later maturity) is to be regarded as the period of transition from the adulthood 
(IV level) to the decrepitude (level I), so its depth of socialization can be said to belong 
to level III or II. 
Since the old age is a transitional period, its socialization process must bear close 
relations to the social structure to which the aged have adjusted and supported 
themselves as adults. And so their actual socialization assumes a remarkable variation 
of their aspects in compliance with their individual cultural backgrounds and vocational 
careers acqired in their adulthood. 
Problems of the old age socialization can be stutided socialpsychologically only 
when placed in this theoretical context. Practically, every case in the old age must 
be investigated by case study in the relation between his life history of his adjusting 
to the adulthood vocational subculture and its social structure and his perspective of 
the period to adjust to the auxiliary part and being protected socially. 
HISTORIOAL TRANSITION OF ROLE AND STATUS OF THE AGED IN JAPAN 
Before the World War II, the population engaging in premodern industrial form of 
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agriculture, forestry and fishery was large (about 50%) in Japan, and the aged held many 
important positions in occupational region owing to their living knowledge and experiences. 
The change of population was relatively slow and the number of families was not so remark-
ably changed. The old civil law functioned to support the structure of Japanese family 
society by preserving a patriarchal system of those days. In this situation the aged held the 
authoritative status and role as the head of a family and supported the control culture in their 
community. 
Old people could have a stable time to complete their life span, and a stable status to 
support their community institutionally and culturally. Their longevity was an object of one's 
long-cherished desire to be respected because it meant the abundance of knowledge and experience. 
In the post-World War II period, however, these situations concerning the aged have been 
changed in three points. First, the average span of human life was lengthened. This was 
accompanied by an increase of the number of persons of advanced age-especially age of 70-80. 
This tendency means the growth of social dependency of the aged and it forms one aspect of 
social problem of the aged. The second was an social-economic change. The radical growth 
of economy produced so severe socio-economic changes that the industrial structure and the 
employment situation in Japan were drastically changed. The relative importance of agri-
culture, foretsry and fishery suddenly fell, so only 10% of the commencement engage in these 
jobs recently. It means simultaneously the excess of urban population and the rural depopulation. 
Its concentration into urban area in the 1960s is classified into the so-called pool type mobility, 
that is to say, young rural labor is forcibly absorbed into urban area in order to make up for 
the insufficiency of labor in great industries of cities. The population in rural areas has aged 
visibly and caused a social problem of the aged as the weak in urban area (ex. desease or 
isolation etc.). The aged are forced to take a leading part in rural area which in modernized 
agriculture or fishery the aged have been excluded from the leading part in labor. 
These are followed by the third point of change, cultural change. The drastic change in 
the post-War II in Japan can be seen not only in socio-economic changes, but also in cultural 
modernization or multifariousness or complication. Leading standards of values and 
adjustments are quantitatively different between pre- and post- World War II, moreover, 
these different standards are co-existent in present-day Japan. In this situation of co-existence 
of quantatively different or sometimes conflicting values and cultures, it is important to hold 
an attitude of flexible adjustment, then, the rigidity that is peculiar to the aged may form some 
factors of their maladjustment. This rigidity may result in limiting their social activities 
and social roles and making their status more uneasy. 
THE AGED IN THEIR FAMILIES 
The Japanese old people are generally placed in direct families and mostly (about 80%) 
live together with their child's families. Nasu (1962) pointed out that the relation to their 
family members could be divided into three patterns in compliance with whether the aged man 
is the head of his family or not: (1) When the aged man lives as householder with his family, 
his son is not easily admitted to maintain the responsible status in housholding and is compelled 
to be in a subordinate position for a long time, so these families may often conceive some tension 
between the aged man as housholder and the other members. (2) When the aged man is a 
mere family member, he is forced to be cared by his children and his role in family changes 
from the leading part in householding into assistant or adviser's one. So in its changing 
process some conflicts occur among family members. Because, recently, personal knowledges 
and experiences of the aged man are not always put to practical use in every day life, he is often 
apt to lose his authority. (3) When living on the same premises with child's family the aged 
man forms a separate family unit toward out-family groups the tension between two generations 
is relatively relieved and at the same time the aged parents and child generation are able to 
live respectively and independently. 
Although the distinct status and role of the old man's authority gradually disappear, the 
old people have some characteristic compensative role in the family; for example, the long-term 
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economical help to their children, the care and breeding of their grandchildren, religious func-
tions, intercourses with their relatives etc. 
SUBJECTS AND THEIR COMMUNITY 
Shiranuka village (Shimokita, Aomori Prefecture, North-east Japan) was 
selected for our study because the village has a relatively simple social industrial 
structure and there the vocational space and the family space share the same objective 
situation. That is to say, these two spaces have common homogeneity and con-
tinuity, so the transitional process of retirement from a status of the first person of 
trade to the part of an auxiliary, sheltered by his child generation, could be grasped 
more typically. 
Our subjects are 70 or more years old males, who had played a leading part in 
adult social roles during the historical social changes of this community from 1945 to 
1960. They are divided into three groups; the long established fisher-boat owner, the 
newly-established fisher-boat owner and the employee of those fisher boat owners. 
Only males are selected because the process of retirement from his job into his family 
can be grasped more clearly. 
Fig. 1 Shiranuka Village 
RESEARCH METHOD 
The research method of home-to-home visiting interview was used in this study. 
We prepared a common frame of reference of questions for the interview with each 
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subject. The interview activities were carried out in face to face situations between 
interviewers and subject in home. The informations obtained from these intensive 
case studies were compared with objective socio-economic facts based on public data of 
the community. The researches were carried out three times; in May 1974, in May and 
August 1975, each time for five or six days. 
RESULTS 
Research field and its characteristics of socialization process in the adulthood 
Shiranuka village, the research field, lies on the southern tip of the Shimokita 
Peninsula on the Pacific coast. This village has 2,230 population and 450 housholds 
in January, 1975, out of which 394 households (87.6% of the total households) were 
fishermen's. The number of fulltime fishermen without side jobs was rapidly reduced 
to only 5 households out of 394. 
First of all, we will see the structure of adjustments which old men in the 
present of this community maintain and the present adjustment structure formed and 
maintained now by adults in the same community. In view of these structures you 
will grasp a basic structure of adjustment of this community in a stage of the old age 
in which the old are to be protected. 
Before the twenties years of Showa (1945-1955), there existed in Shiranuka a 
stable pyramid of social organization, which was composed of three social strata; (1) on 
the top, there were traditional fishing boat owners consisting of about 20 householders, 
(2) in the lowest, employed fishermen who were connected with boat owners in head-
branch family relationship, (3) and a group of boatmen and engine drivers with 
special skills between boat-ownwers and fishermen. They worked on fishing boat, 
belonging to the owners, as employees like employed fishermen. 
In the course of socio-economic changes of Japan after the World War II, 
Shiranuka reached a stage in which it was subject to gradual influences of such 
social situations as abolition of the private property system of fishing grounds, changes 
in fishing from fixed to diverse forms, and increase of social mobility. 
But these socio-cultural situations of a larger society couldn't have definite func-
tional relations directly with this community, partly because of undeveloped com-
munication and trafic system and partly because of limited behavioral readiness to 
accept these changes. As a result, the traditional socialization channel in adulthood 
of the community continued to function as a control culture till 30's of Showa (1955-
1965) as before-stated. 
A rapid change and development in the means of communication and trafic in the 
early 30's years of Showa made it possible to form functional relations between the 
sociocultural situations of a larger society and those of Shiranuka. Especially, the 
community industrial structure was obliged to change itself in order to fill up econonuc 
gaps between the larger society and the village. For these situations, community 
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members responded in the early 30's of Showa by forming three basic socialization chan-
nels' and :fixed them. The three channels were as follows; (1) the traditional channel 
typical in traditional boat owners, (2) the whole-year-fishing channel which was 
characteristic to boatmen and engine drivers who possessed smallsized fishing 
boats of less than 3 tons. They were employed as engine drivers or boatmen during 
cuttle-fishing season, and worked fishing using smaller boats of their own in off-seasons 
of cuttle fish, (3) the channel of employed fishermen and seasonal laborers. They were 
employed by larger boat owners, and worked as construction-laborers in other cities 
away from home during other seasons. 
The old boatmen and engine drivers who took the second socialization channel 
mentioned above constituted a social stratum of newly-established boat owners in 
fact as well as in name by doing cuttle fishing using their own small-sized boats. They 
formed the whole-year fishing channel by fishing on their small sized boats of from 3 
to 5 tons. 
The employed fishermen who took the third socialization channel switched over 
the relative importance of earning their livelihood from fishing to seasonal labor in 
other cities. As a result, the occupational transition from fishing to seasonal labor, 
which they took, caused a shortage of man labor in the village, together with the rise of 
newly-established boat owners. Further, these changes in the village acompanied with 
(1) the break down of the traditional pyramid social strata into horizontality, and (2) 
re-organization of relations of employed fishermen to the traditional and the newly-
established boat owners. 
The catch of cuttle fish in each of 1970, 1971 and 1972 was about half the catch in 
each of 1964-1969, and the catch of the fish in each of 1973 and 1974 was about a quater 
as much catch as that in each of the haul of cuttle fish amounted to 62.9% of the 
whole catch of fish, and in 1974 only 25.2% of the whole haul. That is, the position of 
cuttle fish in the whole fishing relatively lowered. 
The chronic poor catch of cuttle fish was not only limited to incomes, but it also 
resulted in break down of customary employment agreement which had close relation 
with fishing activities, and accelerated further the horizontality of the social strata 
composed of boat owners and employed fishermen. The sale of raw cuttle fish, which 
began in 1970, brought about disappearance of woman's and of the aged labor that 
was needed to process raw cuttle fish. 
The forest owned in common by the village, about 500 ha. was distributed 
among 100 households that were entitled to have a share, 4.5 ha. apiece, so forestry 
had a definite importance in the whole industrial structure of the community. Thus, 
the socialization channels in adulthood became diverse: the whole year labor away 
from home as employed fishermen; the whole year fishing, or a combination of cuttle 
fishing and seasonal labor under newly-established boat owners; a combination of 
cuttle fishing and seasonal labor or cuttle fishing and forestation in traditional boat 
owners. 
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Socialization process in old people of Shiranuka 
Next, we will mention the general conditions of the village. Of course, the 
adjustment of old people corresponding to each socialization channel does not always 
uniformly develop in each channel. 
The basic prerequisite for transmission into the Socialization Depth (S.D.) III 
for old people is the existence of the next generation or the substitute that protects the 
life of the aged, but the individual situations are diverse. 
For a group of people who were lagging far behind modernization in the first, tradi-
tional channel, the retirement, with physical decline, from the first line in fishing 
activities did not always mean a stable transmission to the S.D. III. Their adulthood 
was prolonged, since they had to maintain the family occupation as a central figure 
untill the next generation was established. 
In the third case, employed fishermen who engaged in seasonal labor away from 
home instead of fishing, take basically the same pattern as that of the traditional 
channel, and it is difficult for them to attain the stable S. D.III. For these employed 
fishermen, it is almost impossible to proceed to S.D.III while working in aid of fishing. 
Oonsequently, they take up other occupations without fishing at the village in their odl 
age. 
In contrast with those who couldn't attain the stable transmission to the S.D. 
III, a group of people who were capable of taking a modernized counterplan in the 
traditional channel, could attain the stable S.D. III in their families by continuing 
fishing activities. These situations are like those of the second, newly-established 
boat-owners. But traditional boat-owners who took a modernized counterplan, 
and who as a fishermen's boss, had diverse adjustment readiness, and traditional roles 
and statuses in the communoty in their adulthood, can take more various and deeper 
form of S.D. III and II in their old oge than newly-established boat-owners. 
Now, we will mention about three social strata. 
(1) Traditional Boat Owners 
The pattern of adjustment in this stratum is divided broadly into two groups. 
Members of first group, while members of this were engaged in fishing as before, 
expanded their occupation including such works, besides fishery, as forestration, tree 
planting on the basis of the abundant forest and wide field, in addition to income from 
fishery. Thus they intended to deal with present poor catch, and to maintain status of 
boat owners in the community. It is possible, therefore, for them to proceed to 
S.D. III in their old age. 
For example, case I.Y., now 67 years old, devoted himself to fishery in his thirties and 
fourties, then became a member of directors of fishermen's cooperative association of Shiranuka 
village. He retired from these activities owing to illness toward the end of his fourties and 
thereafter took a great interest in forestation following his father's advise who was then a 
member of village assembly. He is now engaged only in a few works around home and light 
works in forestation after he handed over his main family occupation to his son. Though he 
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departed from the most central roles in fishing on the boat, he was still a central figure of 
directing his family occupation as a boat owner as before. He changed his main family 
occupation of fishery to forestry and his son supported this change too, so he moved gradually 
to assistant works in his family, which meant that he was old. At the same time, he got a 
position of a qualification screening committee man of Shiranuka fishermen's cooperative 
association, namely became one of members who took traditional positions that bore the control 
culture in this community. It was not possible for him to widen his roles further until his son 
followed his main family occupation and maintained it. 
Case N.K., 66 years old, has a greater interest in fishery than I.Y.. He is an owner of 
fishing boat of about lO tons, and had also a rich experience as an engineer of a fishing boat. 
As his morale to fishery was very high, he continued to occupy the central position of his family 
occupation up to the age of 50. At the same time, he was actively engaged in public positions 
such as a member of fishermen's cooperative association and as one of representative members 
of the community. But with his breaking down in health, he, of his own accord, left the 
important position of his family occupation to his daughter's husband. By the fact that 
the traditional pyramid social organization was levelling down, he felt his pride deeply 
injured. And rapidly he lost his morale to the fishery. Conversely, these facts facilitated the 
change of his interest in fishery to forestation. But in days of poor fishing, he was not 
necessarily pressed for stabilizing his family circumstances by getting other occupations, because, 
in his case, he had sufficient economic power that was capable of bearing the situations of poor 
fishing. Therefore, like the case of I.Y., he proceeded smoothly to the roles and status 
in old age whose content consisted of assistant work in his family, after his next generation 
succeeded to the family occupation. He was also capable of expanding his positions in old age 
by getting a position as director of fishermen's cooperative association. 
A.D. had not yet lost his morale to fishery. He made his sons learn modern arts of 
fishing at a training institute. He expanded his adjustment to such positions as director, welfare 
commissioner and so on, after his son was able to maintain the family occupation. 
Next, we will see the second group of traditional boat owners. They have to get 
other occupations than fishing to gain a cash income in order to maintain the social 
position as boat owners, since they have not so much economic power and properties 
as they can maintain their positions. In this village, to get an income except fishery, 
people must be engaged in seasonal labors away from home. They could not cope 
with changes of form of fishing caused by poor catch, consequently they had to 
change their occupation of fishery to seasonal labors away from home, and had to put 
the money which they earned from seasonal labors into fishing activities in order to 
cotinue fishery. Because they were owners of fishing boats of at the most 4-6 tons, 
they had to put up with a little property including their boats. In these cases, their 
adulthood was often prolonged. For the capacity of labor required by fishing and handling 
of boats is above that of seasonal labor, they could work as adults if any physical decline. 
Thus in this group, seasonal labor has a specific meaning to maintain and to continue 
their family occupation. As a result, transition to old age in this group is not so 
natural and gradual as the former, and is often caused rapidly by some physical decline. 
After all, in the case belonging to this stratum, their lives after adulthood or after 
retirement from the first line of fishing activities appear variously in accordance 
with the stability or instability of their economic backgrounds. Further, how 
they cope with the days of poor catch varies in relation to their subjective readiness 
which they have acqured, and to their economic backgrounds. 
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(2) Newly-established Boat Owners 
Next we will see the second stratum, the newly-established boat owners. Present 
fishery of this community may be sustained by them. Many people who belong to 
this social stratum had come from other communities than Siranuka, and often they 
were called "strangers (Yoso Mono)", meaning that they were not original settlers of 
the community. They had settled in this village when they were adolescent. They 
engaged in fishery as employed boatmen, and worked on cuttle fishing boats of larger 
size. But while they made a poor catch of the cuttle fish, they purchased power fishing 
boats of smaller size for their private use and they began sea trout fishing by their 
own boats. This way of fishing, that is, the fishing by their own boats of smaller 
size, became popular in this village, because it could be operated only by one or two 
fishermen, and because it is capable of working by family members, so they can 
maintain their family jobs without assistance from out-family. The fishermen who 
engaged in this type of work were constant to the jobs and have continued stable fishing 
activities among the three social strata. In this stratum, the situations of family 
life and those of occupational life overlap each other, so the transition from the S.D. 
IV of adulthood to the S.D. III and II of old age can be developed in close relation to 
the progress of family cycle accompanied with the growth and independence of the 
next generation. 
Case T.R., 78 years old, is not an "original settler" of this community, so he is a "stranger". 
He settled in this village when he was 27 years old and worked as a boatman of a traditional 
boat owner who possessed a fishing boat of large size. He owned his own fishing boat of 
small size when he was 60 years old, then he retired from the position of the leader of his family 
occupation and left the position to his son. He is now engaged in assistant works of his 
home on land. His son is an earnest person and is getting a public position of the village. And 
his grandson is a unversity student. In these situations, T.R. is now at the full level of the 
S.D.II in old age, but he, unlike the cases of traditional boat owners mentioned above, does 
not wish to get a public position that would sustain main control culture of the village. He says, 
"I am solely bent on eating, drinking and living, that's all". 
The case of F.M., whose eldest and second sons are each evaluated as one of the most 
distinguished fishermen of this village, is like the case of T.R. 
In this social stratum, the transition to the S.D. III or II does not lead to the 
adjustment to the public roles and statuses of the community. It may be said that 
their positions in the village and contents of subjective readiness acquired in relation 
with these positions are different from those of traditional boat owners and so have 
been placed in lower social positions. 
(3) Employed Fishermen 
Lastly, we will mention the stratum of employed fishermen. This stratum 
consists of a group of fishermen who make contract with traditional boat owners, and 
who engage in cuttle fishing on boats of large size. So their main occupational life is 
based on cuttle fishing. The poor catch of cuttle fish over a long period was a great 
blow to their occupational life, so many people flowed into cities and engaged in seasonal 
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labor away from home. Consequently, traditional boat owners suffered from a shortage 
of laborers. They are, in short, laborers, who don't possess fishing boat, and who were 
employed by boat owners. With a few exceptions, many of them have not so much 
property, traditional positions, and public roles and status in the village. They get 
their livelihood by working on boats of owners or seasonal labor away from home. 
The time when they retired from cuttle fishing on the owner's boats may afford 
an important clue to see the process to old age that they have traced. This point 
shows a departure in their adulthood from the occupation in which they have been 
engaged. How and when they retired from cuttle fishing varies with persons in many 
conditions they had. 
Case S.l., 75 years old, retired from cuttle fishing on the boat, because he recognized his 
physical decline with advancing years as he gave much trouble to other members on the boat 
when they were fishing together at sea. Case S.N., 72 years old, saw the decrease of personal 
catch with physical decline and expressed regret to his boat owner. S.O., 74 years old, and 
T.K., 83 years old, went into the assistant works on land in order to process raw cuttle fish at the 
same time when their sons began to be engaged in cuttle fishing. Z.l., 74 years old, had to 
continue cuttle fishing in spite of his bad health, for his son was too young to work on a boat. 
He retired from cuttle fishing as soon as his son completed the junior high school course and 
began to work on a cuttle fishing boat. T.S., 83 years old, whose three sons died in the 2nd 
World War, continued to work on a boat before his youngest son grew up to be capable of 
working on a boat. Y.l., 77 years old, and K.N., 79 years old, who had no next generation in 
their families, had to go on working up to their very limit of physical strength on a boat in 
order to maintain their livelihood. 
In these cases, some of them went on with assistant works after their retirement 
in order to aid their next generations. For example, a work of drying up raw cuttle 
fish was a necessary task before the sale of raw cuttle fish began in this village. But 
at present, their assistant work was not so important and basic to their family 
occupation as that of traditional and newly-established boat owners. This difference 
is due to the chacteristics of adjustment level needed for their occupation which they 
followed in adulthood. Namely, the work of employed fishermen was simple and low-
leveled in the total fishing activites in the village. And in the total situation of fishing 
in Siranuka village, they were not called upon to have social skills of high level and 
complex technique that were necessary for the other strata of boat owners. Therefore, 
what they were called upon to do is simpler social skills in exchanging customary 
contracts with boat owners, and in acting harmoniously with other members on boats, 
and techniques and bodily strength necessary for them to catch cuttle fish. Conversely, 
they could, as employed fishermen, go on cuttle fishing so far as these conditions were 
fulfilled, owing to narrowness of occupational readiness. They were albe to support 
their families and to be regarded as decent fishermen even just after the completion of 
the junior high school course. At the same time they could work to the physicallimita-
tion even if they grew old. 
But the traditional and newly-established boat owners are obliged to acquire a 
wide range of social skill and readiness necessary for securing and directing fishermen, 
learning of steering of fishing boats, preparing for going fishing, and dealing with many 
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other things needed for fishing activities. Consequently, the full retirement from 
family occupation in the case of boat owners is prolonged in order to aid the next 
generation, until the next can carry out the whole occupation independently. However, 
owing to the narrowness of their readiness and adjustment space which is limited mainly 
to the muscular labor on boats, the employed fishermen were forced to earn their living 
only by cuttle fishing. As the result, the retirement from cuttle fishing for physical 
decline means, in general, rapid transmission from the S.D. IV in adulthood to the S.D. 
II in old age without passing through the S.D. III or with a very short period of the 
S.D. III in old age. 
In this research, we dealt with such a case of old age whose occupational space 
overlapped protective space each other in the same behavioral space. And the 
adjustment patterns of socialization in old age of the community were divided into 
several types. We mentioned how the adults, with physical decline, were protected by 
the next generation or the substitute of it, and how he could proceed to the S.D. III in 
old age which is the peripheral parts of the family works. When a fisherman works in 
the first line of fishing on a boat, he is limited by physical capacity as he grows old, 
so he has to enter assistant works on land. In this case, whether this transmission 
into the assistant works makes it possible for him to proceed to the S.D. III, 
depends upon the existence of the next generation in his family that will maintain his 
main family occupation for him, and depends also on the level of fishing activities of 
his family in the community. 
DISCUSSION 
The socialpsychological study of socialization process after adulthood can be done 
only when it is placed in the encountering structure of the present situation bearing the 
past cultural-historical events and the present condition as the specific time in his 
personal history, and at the same time their perspectives of their past, present and 
future are placed in the same structure. Community, at the time, functions to 
provide the encountering with an objective frame and functions as well as a space to 
influence and determine the subjective (inner) world of community members. 
In connection with the problem of socialization after adulthood in a rural 
village, the retirement processes of old males in a village classified into SB type of 
north-east Japan from the active part in the first line of fishing labor are approached 
socialpsychologically by using case-study method. It is confirmed that the vocational 
role and status in adulthood as a result of his socialization determine and influence 
intensely his adjustment to old age subculture. In Shiranuka village, his role and 
status correspond to the traditional structure of social stratification in this community, 
and its three-differentiated strata have each specific socializing channel in the old 
age. 
Although many psychological studies are devoted only to examine some changes 
of psychological functions disintegratedly or to find a few specific aspects of aging, new 
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trends in psychological study on aging seem to be appearing. One thing is a point of 
view in the developmental psychology in which one is trying to regard the develop-
ment as the continuous process covering all his life, for example, the life span 
developmental psychology (Baltes & Schaie, 1973), and another is a standpoint of social 
gerontology. 
It is right that "the developmental approach," as Kimmel (1974) mentioned, "might 
lead one to investigate the interaction of biological, sociological, cultural, and 
psychological processes on an individual during a particular developmental phase." 
Therefore an interdisciplinary science is essential in studying on the development or 
the aging. Socialpsychology, then must have the most important and core position. 
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